Isolation and characterization of three lutropin isohormones from the pituitary gland of the ostrich (Struthio camelus).
Avian lutropin has been isolated from pituitary glands of the ostrich (Struthio camelus) in three homogeneous forms (designated isohormones). The different homogeneous forms of ostrich lutropin were characterized physically and chemically in terms of molecular weight, electrophoretic mobility, isoelectric points, amino acid and carbohydrate composition. From these characteristics it was evident that the isohormones are very similar. The differences between these isohormones can be attributed to differences in carbohydrate composition, especially sialic acid.